Nich’it zhuu nilu dar’, Renie chan
ts’at vachaa kat ts’at vijiiu kat hah
tthak, digiyttughwan kat k’iighe’
duk’agahthat, yee’ohts’air Mayo
chan ts’at Ross River gwa’an hee
ahnuh. Digiti’ hah dzan nilzr1’ ts’at
tuk kaageedr’in’ ts’at uutsik tr’ahtsu
chan gwuinzn vanadhindaih nuh.
Inthhk gwa’an gogwindar’ zrit nuh
gwat 1htat dar’ agadanh ts’at izhuu
kat ddhah toh nagahdadat ts’at
gweenoo Teett1t Njik gitr’ahnuu
gwidi’ nagoojil gwiinzi ganadhindaih
nuh. Ezhik dar’ tr'oochit aadri kanh
gwanah’n zrit nuh. “Gwanaa’th

dar’, yaazhit, zheh gwich’yaa
gwinyah’u!” juu shijiu vahnuu ts’at
kwaat’at zheedidinaadlok guuzhik
gah’'udandaih kwaa, an gwats’at chan
shoo’n t’at nijuk dee aadrn kanh
gwanaa’th dar’ shadloo dajunlik.

Renie ts’at dizhehk’oo hah nihkhan
doo’n hah gogwundar’, dzan eenjit
khyah naginunlu ts’at sreendit

dar’ tuk kaageedi’in’ vanadhindaih
nuh. Vaghau 1htok gwijuutin dar’
dijiu hah tr’oochit zrah school
gwats’at chidhiida’oh ganalndan
nuh. Ezhik dar’ yeedi’ Aklavik
gwizhit gogwiindath dar’ juu gwik’it
tagwadhat.

Nagwidadhat gwinlet goozhik,
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Renie zrit gwitr'it nthhnehch’?’
imnihhk gwa’an t'agwah’in’. Shim
Semmler vaazhu zrit Ookat Zheh
eedr’'in’ dar’ dinehtt’eh k’anahtn
t'eed1’in’ ts’at au tf'ee zrit Sewing
Centre Inuvik gwizhit danh parka
k’e’tr'ijjahkaih dai’ eevanh chtiuzhu
ts’at gwitr'it agwah’in’. Geetak hee
dizheh gwizhit chan k’e’jahkar’ chan
nuh. “Nunzhuk au gwizhit gwitr’it
t’agwal’'in’ ts’at pargu akoo diinch’n
k’e’dinatkar’, juu akoo t'ish1’in’!”, nuh
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As a child, Renie and her five siblings
were raised by her parents, John

and Bella Martin in a place called
Ross River. Hunting for muskrat
alongside her father, fishing and
making dryfish with the catch of the
day are some of the things that Renie
remembers enjoying throughout

her childhood. Renie lived in

several different places growing

up. She remembers her family and
numerous other families travelling
over the mountains with dogsleds on
their way to Mayo. This was the first
time she had ever seen a fish house.
“I said, ‘Ha! Look at that ragged

t'inuh.

S Renie Martin

BORN: November 21, 1929

BIRTHPLACE: near Dawson (at Moose
side)

PARENTS: John and Bella Martin

GRANDPARENTS: Joseph and Mary Jane
Kunnizzie (maternal), Martin Sha-un-
Nakhya and Jane Chijulthoo. (Paternal)
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house!”” she laughs at her naivety at
the time, and from that point on, she
was teased by her uncle whenever
they saw a fish house.

Renie and her family would often
stay with her uncle, trapping
muskrat and fishing throughout the
spring. When Renie was 10-years-
old she remembers going to school
for the very first time with her sister.
After spending 8 years in Mayo,
Renie and her siblings went to live
with their mother.

Over the years, Renie has had many
different job opportunities. She
remembers working for Semmelers
as a clerk and taking care of all the
bookkeeping. She also remembers
working for a sewing centre where
she would make parkas. Renie would
even sew at home, “I worked there
for a long time,” she says, “Making
parkas, that’s what I did!”



